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Post Office Annual Report for the Year, 1906. 
:No. 339/1096/1907. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, 
LAGOS, SOUTHERN NIGERIA, 

1st August, 1907. 

SIR, 
I have the honour to submit my Annual Report on the Postal Department of this 

Colony and Protectorate for the Year ended 31st December, 1906. 

REVENUE. 
It is satisfactory to note that tbere has been a considerable increase in revenue, the 

amount collected during the year being' £13,616 2s. 3el. as compaced with £10,561 19s. J d. 
coll-: •. ted in the precec1ing year. 

~> ppcndix " A" furnishes a detailed statement of the revenue collected at the various 
s~ations aud the amounts collected under the several heads of revenue during 1905 are also 
gIven. . 

There arc increases recorded under all the principal heads of revenue, "Lapsed :Sioney 
Orders," ., Sale of Postal Notices," and" Rent of Letter Boxes" showing small and unim- 

o portant decreases. The increase of £2·,952 Ll.s, 2cl. in sales of postage stamps is undoubtedly 
due to a great extent to the general increase in Postal business, hut the fact that Customs 
duties on articles imported through Parcels Post were from the 1st 3iay collected by means 
of postage stamps must be taken into account. 

Similarly postage stamps have to some extent been used for Telegraphic and .J udicial 
purl)oses, hut in the absence of accurate and reliable returns of the amount to be so 
accounted for, I am unable to state the actual revenue derived from sale of stamps for 
postal purposes only. I am however taking steps to enable me to supply this information in 
future reports. 

EXPENDITURE. 
The total expenditure recorded during the year under review was £13,483 14s., but 

these figures must be taken as approximate. 
:_. . om the 1st January to 30th April, the Post and Telegraph Departments were under 

one~ Iiead, and a portion of Telegraph expenditure under item "Personal Emoluments" 
appears to have been included and 011 this account it is not possible to furnish a comparati ve 
statement of the expenditure with that of previous years. 
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POBT.A.L MATTER DESPATCHED AND RECEIVED. 
Appendix" B" furnishes a statement of the estimated number of Letters, Post-cards 

Newspapers, Book Packets and Parcels dealt with during the year. 
Appendix "C" furnishes a comparative statement of Postal 3Iatter received and 

de~patchecl from and to the United Kingdom, West African Colonies and Internal Offices 
during the last five years and from which it will be observed that the number of articles of 0, 
all descriptions passing through the Post Office continues to increase. 

ORDINARY CORRESPONDENCE. 
It is estimated that the total number of ordinary Letters. Post-cards, Newspapers and 

Book Packets dealt with during the year was 1,701.j.()(i being- 21-..L,'711 in excess of the 
number dealt with in the previous year. 

REGISTERED CORRESPONDENCE. 
In this branch, there is a large increase recorded, 90,501 registered letters and other 

articles haying passed through the Post Office as compared with 60,(jcL2 in 1905. There is 
an increase thus shown of 20,850. 
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Ii\s-cnED LETTERS. 

The system of insuring Ictters has 11('Y(,1' heen used by the public to any great extent 
and in the year under review the ir,~nt1kr or L:ttl'rs insured was 21 less than in 180:). The 
totals for tl~e years 1\)05 and 1nOG arc 101 and SU respectively. 

This decrease may be attributed to the confidence reposed by tile public in the rcgistra., 
tion system, the loss of a registered article being of rare occurrence. 

RE'1'U1.=tNED LETTERS. 

The work of this branch is assuming Iargs dimensions and it now claims a considerable 
portion of a senior clerk's time. 

The total rium ber of letters ami other articles deal.t with by the Returned Letter Office 
was 6,040. Of these 580 were registered some of which contained cash, money orders and 
drafts to the extent of £43 and which in each case was returned to the senders. Postage 
Stamps in lllany cases were found enclosed in letters and were likewise returned. 

RA'l'E OF POSTAGE ON INTERNAll LETTERS. 

'I'h e fullowing rate of postage on Internal Letters was adopted during the year :-. 
ld. per ounce or part thereof. 'l'his had been the rate previously in force III 
~outhcrn Nigeria, but the Lagos rate was Ld, per ~oz. 

PAltCEL POST. 

The facilities aflorrled for illllJ(ll"ring articles through tlic parcels post appear to he fully 
appreciated a nrl t.h c sv st cm is largel:.- used lJY 110t11 Europeans and Natives. 

Appendix "C" furnishes a coiupnrative statement of parcels received and despatched 
from and to the United Kingdum, \'~cst .. African Colonies and Internal Offices during the Ias: 
five years, from which it will he gather-eel that the business of this branch continues tc 
steadily increase. . 

The total number of parcels dealt with during the years 1905 and 1906 is as under :- 
In 1905 31,048 
In 190() 35,636 --_._-- 

Increase in 100f) ·1·. [}8S 
The system of insurance of valuable parcels was taken advantage of in 2,308 case: 

during the year. 
The following rates of postage on internal parcels were adopted during the year :- 

Not exceeding 3in. Lle1. 
Exceeding 3il5. and not exceeding 71b. Sd. 

" 711). " ., 11lli. Is. 
Previously the rates were ad. pel' pound or part thereof. 

MONEY ORDERS. 

Two new Money Order Offices were opened during' the year lit Tbadan and Jebu Od 
respecti vely. 

Appendix" D" furnishes a statement of Xlouey Or-ders issued and received in 1906 an 
in t.he preceding year, the transactions of each Province ueing shewn separately. 

'I'he total value of Money Orders issued in 1906 exceeded that of the previous Year b 
£2,586148. 10d. and the value of Orders received was £3_3U3 38. :2d. in excess of 1905. 

Appendix" E" furnishes a comparative statement of Money Order business transacte 
with the United Kingdomv West Af'rican Colonies and Internal Offices during' the; last fiv 
years and a corupara.tivo statement of Money Order transactions at each Office during tb 
past five years is shewn in Appendix .. F. ,. 

The transactions between t.his C'OlOllY and Protectorate and the Tnitcd Kinador 
amounted to £,2,735 Lls. Ld. less than ill the' preceding year, but this is more than acco{lutE 
for by the large increase of £3,(i2;) 1~s. Oe1. in the value of Postal Orders sold, the latt: 
being now more g-('1lLTally used t.h~·11 \foue,'" Orders for r2111itting small amounts 
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The decrease of £9,573 ,_is, ~lcL :-:]:c\nl in the value of transactions with 1Fest Afl'icz}'s 
Jolollies is clue to all Offices in t.lic Central and Eastern Provinces new bcil1Q" li";:lGt'cL 
as Internal Offices anrl a COlTcspun,ling; increase is shewn in the value of transactionn 

1 with Internal Offices 
It is satisfactOl'y'1:lOWCYCr to nct . "that notwithstanding the fact tlmt £;Ui2:j }..; -. h.u: 

been diverted from the ::\[onev Order to the Postal Order system, there is still a total 
increase of £4,979 ISs. in :JIoney Order transactions, ~ 

POSTAL ORDERS. 

1'11e Postal Order system which had been introduced in the ,Vestern Province ill :JIal'ch, 
1905, had not been usecl by the public to the extent anticipated and this was probably- clue to 
the fact that the rate of commission on Money Orders was Iower than the poundage on 
Postal Orders. An increased. rata of commission on .Money Orders was approved anti steps 
were taken to hring the facilities afforded for remitting small sums by means of Postal 
Orders more prominently to the notice of the public, with the result that the sales during the 
latter half of the year realized £3,111 "Is. 4c1. as compared with £1,577 6s. 2d. so Id during 
the first six months. 

Appendix " G" shows the number and va.lue of Postal Orders sold and paid during the 
...--...years 1903 and 1900. The value of those sold in 1906 amounted to £'LGSS 13s. Gd. as 
~. ompared wit h ,£1,061 Lo s. Gd. in the preceding v ear. 'I'h e value of Postal Orders paid ill 

1900 amounted to £\)72 5s. as compared with £3S:? 18s. 4d_ in the previous year. 

_\LAIL SERVICES. 

'The Inland ~fail Services ccnt iuuc to work satisfactorily and during the year new 
services between the following places have been established :- 

Itu=-Aka ) 
It u - -Ikut-Ekpl'llL' , "\Yeekly services, performed by canoes and rurmcrs , 
Ikut-E kpenc-L yo ) 
Sapdc--Kwale ... 'c' 

Benin Citv- Ifon ; "\Y cekly services, performed bv runners. 
Benin Cit\c-__:i_s!"bor ) 

The f')llo.,,,-i~g s;lTiees fcrmer ly performed by canoes have during the :-car been 
replaced hy launch services :-- 

Bon nv to Akassa. 
Bonn~c to Decema. uia Bakana. 

A \'/ei:kl,\' :JIail Service between i-]J~ East~'l'n ;md ,resterll Provinces j", gn:tltl:,: llc('cteri 
I I h t h t I tl J' • 1. '1 l' . id f 1 . . - , m ope t a III . W ncar Iuturc 11" m:.\;,' Ill' PUSSl) L' to prOYlC c -01' SUC' 1 ;, service. w uicu 

would I am sure be appreciated by all classes of the comrnuni ty. . 
Th 1 0 - ,- '1 ~<' ,. 1 ' 1 hi f --:,\.[ ]' ld -. , c n'gu ar ccau MaL ,'jer'dCC llC:'_'lOl'me( ')Y fUC S nps 0 _:_\_ essrs, :. dcr !kmpstcl' L\:: CO .. 

both outwards and homewards bas 1)(:('11 well maintained duriug t lio H:.! r and ~-rcat(·l' 
punctua li tv in the arrival of the out ward mai l steamers has been observecl tiian ill previous 
years. 

On the Lst :Jiay, l!JO(}_ the j .. malgnuration of the Colony of Lagos and th" Protectorate of 
Southern Nigl'ria was cflceterl and tlw _J .. dministrativc Staff of this Department IY;:1S rraus­ 
ferrcd from Calabar to Lagos, the latter haviug been made Headquarters of 1 ill: ucw 
Administration. .. 

Ou tho Ll th :Hay, I was ap poin ted Postmaster-General of the Colony and Protectorate 
and assumed my duties on that date. 

On the 2St'h October, I Ieft the Colony on leave and. handed oyer temporarily to Ml'. 
Ffinch. Deputy Director of Telegraphs .• jh. T. P .. Burrowes, Provincial Collector of 
Customs, a,,:mmcd control of the :Dcp~":tmcllt on Sth K ovembcr and continued to ~lct t:\:-' 
Postmaster-General until the Sth Al1!-iL 1\)07., whr-n I returned to the Colony .. 

Consequent on the transfer en ~musse of an Postal ECCOI'ds and Accounts .. the work (i:_ 

the Dcpa rt nu-n t was for n ~,imc sumf;'.\-ll~lt cli"l;,UltL'l[ and fell into arrear, lwt b,\' t1:e ",ltd 0;: 
the year order had been restored amL l Lc business of the Department was 1J<_)j Lg' satisfactori lv 
conducted. I am pleased to add that the members of the Administrative Staff worked 
willingly and well both during and ont of Official hours in order to bring' the work Hi) to 
date. 
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The :Satin; Staff consisted of ,12 Clerks, 4 Learners, 12 Postmen, f) :::Hesscl1!],'ers. :? Jlail 
G:::-:..:<" ::n,_l 3 Labourers, The duties of Postmasters at the various stations \\er{~' performed 
bv H) ,:; f t h esc Clerks, 

• l.b2 Iack of efficiencv shewn hv manv members of the Native Staff is to h~ reO:;I'::-tied , . , . +1' .. ' .,' t ' ~" l' rs: It.L ., (,~ ," l' and tel:.s r» unpecLe ,18 Pl'OgT,';';"; ,H iJepar ment. Lt IS cumcu , LO ;-!;ct (_)lUCI:]';, t,: :"::":. ize 
that }\ht Offices arc cstabli. .. dl(,,; "c' iiJ;,' convenience of the public anti nor lllCl'cl.\ ,1;'; -, r: :Cl1lS 
of provirling a Iivelihood \ :i'cnin indiv iduals. The duties of 1 he rust CLl,>: are 
undonbtcd ly more arduous ikm ;tu:,<: of other Departments, the stair being' fri:':'::':::ltly 
required to work during nEe!: '::l limE'S ~1nll also on Saturday afternoons :;,1(1 Sllll(~::~~, and 
for these reasons perhaps, ili" ];,,;t;;Ci' ;mcl more intelligent class of men du n ot care n accept 
appointments in this Department. 

In the Central and EDyicl'll Provinces, Officers were paid extra for ,\yorkillg c.verrime 
and provision has been made i'or t his system to be extended to the 1V~ estern Produce .rom 
the commencement cf 1£)07. It is hoped that this may to some extent tend to attract 
a more desirable "lass of applicants when vacancies occur, 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir. 

Your obedient Servant, 
P. L. H, ARCHER, 

Postmaster- General. 

THE IIm~ 0URABLE 
'IRE COLOKIAL SECRETARY, 

LAGOS. 
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' TABLE" A.")) ""'''',,-, 

1 

I 
DE1'AILED STATEIlIEN'l' OJ~ :POS'l'AL REVENUI~. 

----------------------------~--------------------~----------~--------~----------~----------~-~------~------'--- 
I ) , . ,,, '. , " Commission on to/" Commission Oil " Rent or Private Let- , ) 

OFFICES, J IIBt,lge !"t.lInpR, 'Iaxcd I:CL,CIs, Money Orders Money Orders Lapsed ilIollej Sale,of Postal tel' Boxes & Special Poundage On I'ostnl TOTAl" 
Etc., 80hl, &c., Dehvcl'ccl. 1,13110(\. RccciYl'(l, Ordera. Notlces, &0. 11nil Bag~. OHler:;, 

I ,"-, .. ,-,-,,--,--,-""- -, -- -, ' ,-,,------, 

KAST]~RN PROVINCE, £, B. d. £, s. d. ,f:, s, d. I .£,~. d. .£, s, d. £ s. d. £, s, d. ,J:" 8. d. £, s. 
Afikpo... .., i3G 17 D - - - - - - - ;;(j 17 
,\ ]\aSfla... '" 10~1 5 2, 0 10 0 i3:1: 0 n 0 ;~ \) 0 (j 3 ,- - ','- II'!' ,1 1 
Al'O Chuku '" ,.. 8 8 r. - - _ -_ I - - I -.- 8 <') 
.llenc1c '" ... 20 17 6 - -- - - \ - -,,-- I • - :2() J7 
]30n11Y •.• '182 3 2 2 7 2 (iii \1 S 0 7 () - - ._ I . _. ;,;-;n 7 
l)rass .. . .. . 12-1 S 5 () . f () 17 7 !l () ..J 1 () - - - -." J.!.'2 Ii 
Cnb1.ml'... 2,(71) 1\) 8 1 \:") (\ LII; \) 8 0 11 ;1 [j ] \1 (j - H i\ Ij -- ,:!,S:):; :3 
DegclIlR... '" 160 2 G 0 7 S 2() () [) () ~~ r) - ~ - -,- .1,-';11 12 ] 
Fg\\·nnga , 848 a G 01;2 2 ~2\117·1 () ');! - - -- --- ",7.-\1;) 
]<:kot '" 7i) 12 7 0 ·1 0 -" - - - - -- I:; 17 
Ekot Elq,I(IJ\c D 1 4 - --- .- .-, - --, \1 1 
Obubra... '" 17 6 11 - - ---, - - - .--- J7 Ij] 
Okl111i '" ...•.. 6 13 5 - - - - - - . ' I ti lJ 

CENTRAL PROVINOE. 
Alioh ", ,.. 67 7 7 0 0 5 22 7 3 - - - - - 3D 15 
HOllin City ". 358 1 :~ 0 g 7 i~0.1l 8 0 8 ·1 - - - - 8n7 19 
Forcadoa v., ,.. ." 5SH 17 11 I}:) iJ 52 1 :) 0 D Ii - - - - I (j.Jl. 2 
l dnh •.• ... ·1:2 17 7 0 0 r. - - - - - - [J2 18 
Onitsha... .., [lilS 11. 10 1 () 8 SC) Ij 1 0 lK 7 0 [I 8 - - ._ r;:w 2 
8apelo G17 II 5 () 11 2 3:):~ 0 0 1 1 0 7 G - - - GiJl :3 
Wnl'l'i (j,W.1:)!l 0 HI 1:\ Ii't ;) ,1, 0 5 ;! - - -- - (,\lii 14 . 

I 
WESTERN PROVINOE. ' 
Abeokuta ....., ll~ 11 7 1 0 2 - - - - - - IJ.1 11 
13 I . 3'" 19 11 () ~, (1 '--, - - - ] 1 II .1' ',"1 1 ') . [I( ugly ... ,..... I .) OJ - '. , " oj. ,0 
Ebute Metta .. , ..• lOa 7 i3 () \1 0 - - - - - :) 11 '.1 lil\1 10 
Epe ,.. ... 18 16 10 -- -, - - - - II Iii I) JD 12 
Ibadnn ... .., 2f1H i3 7 IJ ,1 6 2G 1R 11 - --- - - [i ,'I Ii ni;:; 15 
Ijehu Ode .. , 213 15 8 0 1 :3 1 10 7 --- - - - 1 11 1.\ 27 1 
Tiwl'odl.1 ... •. '1 12 It· () () Ii -- - - - - - - .J 12 
Lagos .., ... 4,5H 17 3 1:: H 1 lRG 11 11 GS 0 G 0 17 7 8 8 0 4G 1 D a;: 11 11) Uii! 1~1 
:',hagaml1 .. , ... '" 7 :; :2 - - - - - - , , 'I :, 
0haki ... .., ". 0 18 7 --- - - - - - - I) 18 

On lists from United Kingdom.] March quarter 2 D [) - - - - .) \) 
Do. do. iJune do. 0 1\1 0 - - - - () ID 
Do. do. Sept. do. I 15 (j - - - - 1 15 
Do. do. Dec. do. 2 11 i) - - - _. :2 11 

. TOTAL l~loG---.- .. --1--2--,5-7-r.-l-l-j'-J(-)- -~D-, -1-)- SU5 1 D. -'7\;--7-{-)-1 7 16 6 8 8 0 60 !j il -----,1,:'; I:, --:~ "~1"1·:1~.;.2- 
" l!)OG ... n,GN;i H -, 780 Hi P 48 15 5 12 n 0 H2 1.5 0 ].l .~:.:_,~""J~~~J .. l.:!_ 
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