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/ Post Office Annual Report for the Year, 1906.

No. 839/1096/1907.

GENERAL POST OFFICE,
Lagos, SouTHERN NIGERIA,
1st August, 1907.

S1n,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report on the Postal Department of this
Colony and Protectorate for the Year ended 31st December, 1906.

REVENUE.

Tt is satisfactory to note that there has been a considerable inercase in revenue, the
amount collected during the year being £13,616 2s. 8d. as compared with £10,561 19s. 1.
collerted in the preceding vear.

. ppendix “ A7 furnishes a detailed statement of the revenue collected at the various
stations and the amounts collected under the several heads of revenue during 1905 are also
given. _
There are increases recorded under all the prineipal heads of revenue, “ Lapsed Money
Orders,” - Bale of Postal Notices,”” and ¢ Rent of Letter Boxes” showing small and unim-
“portant decreascs.  The inerease of £2,952 11s. 2d. insales of postage stamyps is undoubtedly
due to a greab extent to the general increase in Postal business, but the fact that Customs
duties on articles imported through Parcels Post were from the 1st May collected by means

of postage stamps must be taken into account.

Similarly postage stamps have to some extent been used for Telegraphic and Judicial
purposes, but in the absence of accurate and reliable retuwrns of the amount fo be so
accounted for, T am unable to state the actual revenue derived from sale of stamps for
postal purposes only. I am however taking steps to enable me tosupply this information in
future reports.

EXPENDITURE.

The total expenditure recorded during the year under review was £13,483 1ds., bus
these figures must be taken as approximate.
= om the Ist January to 30th April, the Post and Telegraph Depariments were under
one- fiead, and a portion of Telegraph expenditure under item “ Personal Emoluments”
appears to have been included and on this account it is not possible to furnish a comparative
statement of the expenditure with that of previous years.

POSTAL MATTER DESPATCHED AND RECEIVED.

Appendix “B" furnishes a statement of the estimated number of Letiers, Post-cards
Newspapers, Book Packets and Parcels dealt with during the vear.

Appendix “C” furnishes & comparative statement of Postal Matter reccived and
despatched from and to the United Kingdom, West African Colonies and Internal Offices
during the last five vears and from which it will be observed that the number of articles of
all deseriptions passing through the Post Offiee continues to inerease.

ORDINARY CORRESPONDENCE.

It is estimated that the fotal number of ordinary Letters. Post-cards. Newspapers and
Book Packets dealt with during the vear was 1701466 being 214711 in excess of the
Gumber dealt with in the previous year,

REGISTERED CORRESPONDENCE.

In this branch, there is a large increase recorded, 90,501 rogistered letters and ofther
articley having passed through the Post Office as compared with 80,642 in 1905, There is
an Increase this shown of 20,850.
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INSURED LETTERS.

The system of insuring letters has never been used by the public to any great exfeng
and in the year under review the wunber of letfers 1nsured was 21 less than in 1905, The
totals for the vears 1905 and 19006 ave 101 and 39 respectively.

This deerease may be attributed to the contidence reposed by tire public in the registra-
tion system, the loss of a registered artiele being of rare oceurrence.

RETURNED LETTERS.

The work of this branch is assuming largs dimensions and it now claims a considerable
porfion of a senior clerk’s time.

The total number of letfers aud other articles dealt with by the Returned Letter Office
was 6,340. Of these 580 were registered some of which contained cash, money orders and
drafts to the extent of £48 and which in each case was returned to the senders. Postage
Stamps in many cascs were found enclosed in letters and were likewise Teturned.

VATE OF POSTAGE ON INTERNAL LETTERS.

The following rate of postage on Internal Letfers was adopted during the year:— :
1d. per ounce or part therveof. This had been the rate prekuslv in foree in

Nouthern Nigeria, but the Lagos rate was 1d. per }oz.

PARCEL POST.

The facilities afforded for tmporting articles through the parecels post appear to be {utly
appreciated and the system Is Iargeiy wsed by hoth Buropeans and Natives,

Appendix “ G furaishes a compurative statement of parcels received and despatched
from and to the United Kingdom, West Afvican Colonies and Internal Offices during the lass
five years, from which it will be gathered that the business of this 1)1"111(,11 continues fc

steadily increase
The total numbm of parcels dealt with during the years 1905 and 1906 is as un&er'

In 1905 o 31,048
In 1906 ... 85,636
Increase in 1906 ubb

The system of insurance of valuable parcels was falken advanm@e of in 2,308 cases

during the year.
The followi ing rates of postage on internal parcels were adopted during ﬂle YeAr 1

Not exceedmo 3lb. e 4d.
Exceeding 31h. and not exceeding Tib. ... 8d.
. 15, - . 1ith. ... 1s.

Previously the rates were 3d. per pound or part thereof.

MONEY ORDERS.

Two new Money Order Offices were opened during the year at Ibadan and Jebu Od
respectively.

Appendix “ D7 furnishes a statement of Money Orders issued fmci received in 1906 an
in the preceding year, the transactions of each Province Leing shewn separately.

The total value of Money Orders issued in 1906 exceeded that of the previcus vear b
£2.556 14s. 10d. and the value of Orvders received was £2.393 3s. 2d. in excess of 1903.

Appendix B furnishes a COlup‘n"Ltﬂe statement of Money Order husiness tvansacte
with the United Kingdom, West African Colonies and Internal Offices during the last fiv
years and a unnp'uatlm statement of Money Order trausactions at each Office during th

ast five years is shewn in Appendix -~ |

The transaciions between this \,olnm' and Protectorate and the United Kingdo
amounted to £2,735 14s. 1d. less than in the preceding year, but this is more than accounte
for by the large increase of £3,623 18s. 0d. in the value of Postal Orders sold, the latte
being now muc generally used t i Mouey Orders for remitting small amounts.
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The decrease of £9,573 4s. 4d. shewn in thu value of transactions with W est Ahrmu
Jolonies is due to all Offices in the Central and Eastern Provinces new being trenfed
as Tnternal Offlces and a corpesponling inerease is shewn in the value of transaciionn

# with Internal Offices,

It is satisfactory however to neto that notwithstanding the fact that £3.423 T=< hac
been diverted from the Money }r-.hn to the Postal Ordar system, tlwm is still o owotal
increase of £4,979 18s. in \Iouw Orider fransactions.

POSTAL ORDERS. -

The Postal Order system which had been introduced in the Western Provivee in Mareh,
1605, had not heen used by the public to the extent anticipated and this was probably due fo
the fact that the rate of commission on Money Orders was lower than the poumlwe on.
Postal Orders.  An increased rate of cominission on Money Orders was approved and steps
were taken fo bring the facilitics affovded for remitting small sums by means of Postal
Orders more prominently to the notice of the public, with the result that the sales during the
latter half of the year realized £3,111 7s. 4d. as compared with £1,5677 6s. 2d. sold during
the first six months.

Appendix “ G shows the nomber aud value of Postal Orders sold and paid during the

—~years 1905 and 1906, The value of those sold in 1906 amounted to £4.G688 18s. 6d. as
Sompared with £1,064 15s. 6d. in the preceding vear. The value of Postal Orders paid iu
1900 amounted to £072 bs. as comparcd with £382 18s. 4d. in the previous year.

MAIL SERVICES.

The Inland Bail Services eeniinue to work satisfactorily and during the year new
services hetween the following places have been established :(—

T?qu,ﬁUﬂ . e

M -Thot-Ekpene L. o Weeklyservices, performed by eanoes and runnors.
ot lepemr Cvo L e

Supele—ivwale ... ’L

Benin City—Ifon . =Weekly services, performed by runners.

Benin Ll‘éﬁ\"‘«—;&“b(il
The following serviees immexh‘ perlormed by ecanoes have during the vear been
replaced by launch services:— . <
Bonny to Akassa,

Bonuy to Degema, o Bakana,
A Weekly Mail Serviee hetween the bastern and ‘i‘fmi‘eu‘l Provinees is a» "\ﬂ*“ nenided
~nd hope that in the near futnre i may he possible fo provide for such o se ‘0’* whicly |
: .vould I aun sure bhe appr&,mud by all classes of the community.
The regular Ocean duil Service periormed by the ships of Messrs. Eldor D smpster & Conl
hoth ontw: ;Ld and homoewards has heen well maintained during the yveur *1(1 areater o
punctuality in the arrival of the outward mail #teamers has heen obsem ed than in previous
years.

STARE,

On the st May, 1806, ihe Amalgamation of the Cnlom of Lagos and the Protectorate of
Southern Nigerin was effected and the Admini steative Staff of this Departinent was (rans-
ferred from Calabar to TLagos, the latter having befn made Headquarters of the new
Administration.

On the Lith May, I was appoinfed Postmaster-Creneral of the Colony and Protectorate
and assumed my duties on that date.

On the 25th Oetober, I left the Colony on leave and handed over temporarily to Mr.
Tfinch. Deputy Direetor of Telegraphs, My, T. F. Burrowes, Provincial Collector of
Customs, asswmed control of the Depurtment cn 8th November and continued to ach ax
Postmaster-tieneral nntil the Sth n—.‘,__;}z‘]. 1967, when T returned to the Colony,

Consequent on the transfer en wesse of ail Postal Records and Accounis. the work of
the Departinent was for o dme s«,}.ﬂ}r:‘,{‘iu o distecated and fell Iufo arrear, brid by the end of
the year order had been restored and 1he husiness of the Depariment was bc'z* e satisfuotorily
conducted. I am pleased to add that the members of the Administrative Staff worked
willingly and well both during and out of Official hours in order to bring the work up to
date.




The Native Staff conaiatc 1 of 42 Clerks, 4 Learners, 12 Postmen, 5 Messengers, 2 Mail
15 Labourers. The dutics of Postmasters at the various stations were performed

ese Ci er Lc

1 by omany members of the Native Staff is to e o 'r‘“ted_

v

E napeae t§ ])mmn “a .:?"?jh:-;. \partmenu It s diffienlt to oot Oficers to
that FPrst Offices ave establishod oo vhe eonvenience of the public and nor merely ps
of providing a livelihood for vovinin individuals. The dubies of the Post O
unduubtuﬂ\ wore arduous Tl other ]}ep‘n‘tmouts the stafi’ Leing fro

1T "\ wnd also on Saturday afferncons and Snudss

required to work duri:
for thesc reasons pe?'ualm Uie betior ana more intelligent class of men du ot cure to ac

appointments in this De;amtm(,n‘c
In the Central and Laa’,- Urovinees, Officers were paid extra for working cveriime
and provision has been made for s system to be extended to the ¥Western Provines from

the commencement of 1807, }{. is hoped that this may to some extent tend to attract

a more desirable olass of applicants when vacanecies oceur.

I have the honour to be.
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

P. L. B. ARCHER,
Postinastier-General.

Tar HoxoURABLE
Ter Coroxial SECRETARY,

Lacos.
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TABLE “A

DerAtnED STaTEMENT 0@ PostaL BEVENUE.

‘ |
. ! _— — Commission on 4,17 Commiseion onﬁ . Rent of Private Leb- |
p— Pogingoe Blamps, nxed Leliors, el b Lapsed Money Sale of Posin @ Y [,
OFFICES, ] “ﬁéi ;fius‘;igz {np Sfc? Dcfi?r[érizﬂ. Mo?ﬁng;fm.‘s Moﬁéfcﬁxgéu» | pOrﬁcrs. Notioes, &c.l tor I}\?:}c;s ;;‘;]kmni\ m“nd‘if&’: Dostal TOTALL
" n..mi i - !_....,. e J——
BASTERN PROVINCE, £ s d £ w d tos £ s od £ 8 £ w 4 £ s d ‘ £ d, | £ 8 d
Afikpo ... 36 17 9 — — —_ ! o - —_ } ; G617 09
Akassa ... 30 5 2 01 G 34 0 9 0208 6 3 -— — ! - i N
Aro Uhukue C 806 — — — - — —_ i[ e I B
Dende .., 26 17 8 — —_ — : —_ — — ~ NIV A
Bonny ... 482 5 2 27 2 63 o 8 0 70 } — — - - M7
Tirass 124 8 5 0 4 0 iTTon 0 Loy _— — : . M2 5 0
Calabar ... 2,675 1 8 1886 e 0 8 01t 5 o 19 G — 17 S T R T
Degema ... ]‘60 2 5 O % ¥ 20 h 0 2 5 e — - JRIF e 11
awangs ., 848 3 O 012 2 AT L uoon s — — - VR E
ket .. L L o1 T 0 4 8 . - % — — — — AT 3
Blot Bkpene ... 9 1 4 — — L e - ; — — 9 1 4
Obubra ... 17 6 1L — e e ! — e - : - 741
Olcuni . 613 5 — —— e : — — - . ; G i3 5
i |
CENTRAL PROVINCE, , ; i

Alioh . . 67 7 7 005 22 T 3 e 1 - . — : — 89 15 3
Benin City 3asg 1 3 0 3 17 3% 11 8 03 4 | o e — — i 507 15 10
Foreados vo . . 586 17 11 113 & 52 1 5 09 G o e — — — oG4l 2 03
Bdaly 4217 7 O 0 4 — e ‘; — — — 1 — I 42 18 1
Onitsha ... nag 1L 10 U8 50 ¢ 1 D18 7o 0 5 8 e — | — L G262 10
Sapele ... 617 65 011 2 3% 3 0 011 . 0 7 6 —_ — : - p Bt 3 2
Warei G400 3150 010 8 a3 ¢ 5 2 a s —_— —— | —_— ; G5 1411

WESTERN PROVINCE, W ! |
Abeokuta 13 1L 7 10 2 - — : — w— e — 119

Badagry ... 37 19 11 BV —_— - ; — — — 150071 50013 91
Ebute Metta ... ... 03 7 3 0 90 — e : — — — 1 holtod 100107
Hpe 15 16 10 — — — : — — - 0 lg o 1912 10
Thodan .. 09 3 7 4 4 8 26 18 11 — s —_— — hoxo4 305 15 6
Tiebu Ode 2315 8 0 13 11007 - — — —_ INSE N DA 27 110

Thorvodu ... " o412 4 6 o 5 - —- — — — e : L1
lages .. SR B O 1 S I A B 111 18 11 11 B8 0 6 01 v 8 § 0 46 1 9 3300 o b LRTL IO 1t
“hagamu ... 708 02 — —_ —_— " — —_ — - TN o2
Shaki 018 7 — —_ — - — -— e vas T
On lists from [United Kingdony! March guarter 206 — e — — VI
Do. do. June do. 019 — —_ e ! — 019 U
Do, da. Hept. do. 115 0 — —_ — i — 115 6
Do. do, Dee. do. 21t 5 — — — B — 211 5
Toran LG e | E2,576 76 10 20 119 05 109 T o0 7166 8§ 8 0 60 5 0B PRI el 2 03
o 1905 962 5 § S 780 16 — | 43 13 5 | 2 8 0 82 15 0 P2ois 0 0 10061 10 1
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